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Exemplars with Commentaries
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Commentary
Learner Background and Program Context

The student was born in Australia of parents born in different Asian countries and speaks mainly English
at home. The student has studied Chinese since Year 7 (4 years). The Chinese program has four
50-minute lessons per week (approximately 130 hours per year).

Features of Achievement in this Example

The student presents information about family, school life, and leisure time. Personal meanings are
expressed in short statements generally containing a single idea. When talking about school subjects,
the student explains her interest in history, and specifies the course as Modern History with the phrase
AFEAR AT 32 (it isn’t ancient history) when no other term was immediately available to her. When
discussing languages used at home the student explains why English is the language of choice among
siblings with the phrase ‘(A A4 AN 7] Pk (FH3C), highlighting the overextension of the meaning of the
modal verb F] Ll instead of Z=. She qualifies her hope to study in the United States of America with the
response B4 MR ! B BT, REEELERT, (HEILAFIEILAT LAY, Interaction is
enhanced by the student’s willingness to express some personal ideas in response to each question
asked, even when the student lacks a precise term (e.g. % B : R&E&EMtTL TIE? 4. M, it
HOZEAHE). The student sustains the conversation in a confident manner, overcoming false starts and
lack of comprehension with a detailed response wherever possible. Vocabulary knowledge includes a
range of activities related to school and leisure. Sentence structures include time phrases, number—
measure phrases, some location words and some adjectival predicates. The student uses Chinese to
express a lack of comprehension or request repetition and maintains the flow of conversation, seldom
requiring thinking time. Errors are limited to the misuse of a verb as a noun (Zlll), the omission of
], orinappropriate use of modal verbs.



Year 10 Second Language Learners

Oral — High (2)
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Exemplars with Commentaries
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Commentary
Learner Background and Program Context

The student was born in Australia and speaks English at home. He has studied Chinese since Year 8
(3 years). The Chinese program has three 50-55-minute lessons a week (approximately 100 hours a
year).

Features of Achievement in this Example

The student shares information about family, friends, interests, travel experiences, and experiences in
China. Personal meanings are expressed in a sequence of one or two complete sentences. Discussion of
a topic extends over a sequence of exchanges with smooth transitions between participants. The
student expresses personal meanings and provides additional information about his family (e.g.
occupations) and his friends (studying at other schools), often qualifying his statements using the
conjunction {HJ&, or adverbs of scope to add more precise detail (e.g. 1 =X FTHERFIFT 5 ER. . .
HEWR;  EWIRFAIIA L IC)L. . —HIL). He provides details of past experience using the aspect
marker iJ, and the tense marker with time phrases (e.g. F¢/EH [E{F T F. H). He confirms
statements appropriately using the affirmative X rather than J&, and self-corrects effectively when
dealing with a complex idea (the correct term for last year), for example, _E/NFE. _EF. AR EFH—H
| # H. The student compares his Chinese ability to the English ability of students in China using the
comparative t and emphatic IX 4 (e.g. X, MBI UL IX A0, LIRIIH SCLF). The student
speaks with confidence and fluency, sustaining the interaction with few requests for repetition or
clarification, and little need for thinking time or pauses for word searching. Sentence structures are
often complex and sentences contain detailed information (e.g. 3%t = X 22 I 1 [ K i AT AR & )
AR /). Structures include attributive clauses, number—-measures, a range of adverbs, time phrases and
tense markers, and comparisons and conjunctions. Intonation patterns are sound.



